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Photo By Editor Felicity Hanington 

To quote Bill Hughes, An Abomination of Admirals, An Adoration of Admirals? No, An "Admiration" of Admirals 
Standing, L to R: RAdm Roger Girouard, VAdm Bob George, RAdm Bill Hughes, RAdm Ken Summers,  

VAdm Chuck Thomas, RAdm Bob Yanow 
Seated, L to R: VAdm JY Forcier, RAdm Mike Martin, Adm John Anderson, RAdm Tyrone Pile, RAdm John Charles, 

VAdm Nigel Brodeur, VAdm Gary Garnett 
Absent: RAdm Dick Leir, RAdm Russ Moore & RAdm Bob Welland 

SEE MORE ON THIS AUSPICIOUS EVENT STARTING ON PAGE 4 
 

NOAVI NAVY CENTENNIAL COCKTAIL PARTY  – Programme Director David Cooper 250-652-6580 
When: 1800 Monday 7 June, 2010 

Where: Maritime Museum of BC, Bastion Square –Cost : $25.00 per person  
Parking is ample and easy in the City Parkade at Yates & Langley Streets 

Members are encouraged to invite their friends to come and join with them in the celebration of their Navy's Centennial! 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED BY NOON THURSDAY 3 June pleas e  

to Bud Rocheleau at 250-386-3209 or Email <bnhrocheleau@shaw.ca > 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~` 
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NAVAL OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION OF VANCOUVER ISLAND  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 2010 

 

President  Mike Morres    mfmorres@telus.net  M@Large  Derek Greer  Derek.Greer@telus.net 
  250-592-8897       250-595-1864    Daphne 
Past President Ken Summers    kensummers@shaw.ca   M@ Large  Kathie Csomany  csomany@islandnet.com  
  250-370-9954   Jody      250-477-4175    Ron   
Vice-President   Kevin Carle     kevcarle@hotmail.com  M@ Large  Rick Town     rickjane@shaw.ca  
  250-590-8092    Jackie      250-590-8696    Jane 
Secretary  Bud Rocheleau  bnhrocheleau@shaw.ca  
  250-386-3209   Hilda    Long Term Appointments  
Treasurer  Bill Conconi   bconconi@shaw.ca   
  250-652-1634   Ellie    Editor   Felicity Hanington felhan@telus.net 
Membership  Jim Dodgson  jjgolf2000@telus.net    1-250-642-2603   Larry 
  250-592-0264    Judy    (A/Editor-June 2010) Migs Turner   aloha34@shaw.ca 
Maritime Affairs Jan Drent   jdrent@pacificcoast.net    250-592-1198   Diana) 
  250-598-1661    Janice    List Masters Mike Morres    mfmorres@telus.net 
Service/Visits  H. Irvine Hare    ihare@telus.net     Jim Dodgson   jjgolf2000@telus.net 
  250-592-2268    Isabelle   Web Manager  Tony Bennett     aben2345@aol.com 
Programme  David Cooper    drecooper@shaw.ca    250-727-8985   Elaine 
  250-652-6580    Maureen   Obituary Coord John Arnold    jmarnold@shaw.ca 
Reserves/Cadets Steve White   solsken@shaw.ca    250-721-3204    Elizabeth 
  250-652-8215    Arden     Historian  Stan Parker  
M@Large (Mbr) Stan Brygadyr       250-478-6555   Audrey 
  250-727-2243   Mollie 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF CANADA, ONTARIO DIVISION  
HONOURS A CENTURY OF NAVAL TRADITION -  CANADIAN NAVY WATCH LIMITED EDITION  
Throughout the hundred years of its history, the Navy League of Canada has been there to actively support our Navy. Founded in 1895 as a 
society with the primary aim of ensuring secure ocean trade and an adequate naval defense of Canada, the League helped formulate naval 
policy and the establishment of the Canadian Naval Service, the forerunner of the Canadian Navy.  

Following the First World War, the Navy League supported the Merchant Marine and maintained shore hostel facilities to benefit seafaring 
personnel. During the Second World War, the Navy League operated 24 hostels in 
seaport areas with provision of quarters, amenities and special clothing supplies for 
visiting seamen from all Allied nations.  

At war’s end, the Navy League returned to its primary goals; support for youth training 
through the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet program and promotion of knowledge of 
Maritime Affairs and in 1948, the Navy League established The Navy League Cadet 
Corps.  

Today, the Navy League of Canada has a presence in more than 260 Canadian 
communities. Their youth programs benefit 15,000 young Canadians every year.  

As we celebrate the centennial of the Canadian Navy, it is only fitting that the Navy 
League shows its pride in a distinctive yet timely way. The Navy League of Canada, 
Ontario Division has commissioned one of Canada’s leading watch designers Time is 
Ticking Inc., to issue a truly remarkable limited edition commemorative timepiece which 
will reflect the great heritage of Canada’s naval service.  

The Navy League of Canada, Ontario Division “Tribute to the Canadian Navy” watch is 
made with Seiko movements, gold plating is 24 karat, has monogrammed caseback and a 
striking alligator style leather-strap manufactured by the Speidel Corporation. Each 
watch is being offered for only $65.00 (plus applicable taxes, shipping and handling) 
which is far below its actual value of approximately $200.00. All watches will be shipped in a distinctly monogrammed velveteen collector’s 
box.  

As the Canadian Navy enters its second century of service, the Navy League of Canada stands, as always, “READY, AYE, READY” to 
assist. Purchase a Navy League of Canada “Tribute to the Canadian Navy” 100 year commemorative watch as a lasting memento for this 
historical event. The watch will make a unique Christmas gift. All sales are final.  
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN  by Michael Morres 
 
 
 
 

       
      
 Well, summer is upon us, and this will be the 
last Lead and Line before next Fall.  Our last event of 
this season, the Cocktail Party at the Maritime Museum 
of BC takes place on Monday night, June 7th – 6 to 8 
PM.  This will be a great chance to kick off for Fleet 
Week in Victoria and also to visit the Museum.  Thanks 
are very much due to Jan Drent and his team for giving 
us this opportunity.  Unfortunately I will be in the UK 
but I‘m sure that it will be a great time for all attending.  
Parking is ample and easy in the adjacent City Parkade!  
Please see details on page one in this edition of Lead and 
Line 
 As you all know, McMorran’s is no longer in 
business, so please note that we have moved the venue 
for our monthly lunch meetings to the Gorge Vale Golf 
Club, beginning in September.  The Club is located in 
Esquimalt, just near the veterans’ Cemetery and I am 
told by David Cooper that the food is great and parking 
is easy.  This will be a nice change for our Secretary – 
after years of driving to Oak and Cordova Bay he now 
can walk to the lunch!  (Though I do hasten to add that 
Bud had no input into the selection!) 
 Your executive is involved in a project to collect 
every issue of Lead and Line since the beginning and 
make sure they are all filed with the National Archives.  
The Archives are interested in this and would like two 
copies of each issue.   Irvine Hare has volunteered to 
lead the team, but obviously this is more than one person 

can handle and he needs help.  He has found some 
sources, both in paper and in print, but would like inputs 
from as many of our members as possible to amass a full 
set.  Obviously this is too much for one person to handle, 
so if anyone would like to help in this please contact 
Irvine at 250-592-2268, or by email at ihare@telus.net . 
 I attended the ceremony of Dedication for the 
Memorial Window last Saturday. What a beautiful sight!  
It is a real pity that we could not have fitted all of us into 
the Church, but everyone will have the chance to see it – 
the Church will be open every weekday afternoon for the 
next two weeks (with Bill Hughes in attendance during 
the first week), or of course you could just come to 
Church on Sunday and have a look!  This project would 
not have happened without the donations from all of 
you, and we cannot let the occasion go by without 
expressing our thanks to Bill Hughes, whose personal 
dedication and many hours of work were instrumental in 
this monumental (no pun intended) achievement!  BZ!  
 Thanks are due again to Migs Turner for 
stepping in at the last moment and producing this edition 
of Lead and Line.  He refers to it as a “Plain Jane” issue, 
but it looks pretty good to me!  Our Editor Felicity has 
had to leave very quickly for Mexico where her Brother-
in-Law is in the final stages of liver cancer and she is 
needed urgently.   I know I speak for all of you when I 
say that our sympathy and prayers go with her. 
 Have a Happy and Safe Summer, and see you all 
in September at Gorge Vale! 

 
 

"RETURN OF THE EXECUTIVE CURL" EVENT -Friday 11 Jun e 
On Friday 11 June VAdm Dean McFadden will be officially unveiling the return of the Executive Curl to naval officers' uniforms. 
This will take place at 0945 at the Homecoming Statue site on Wharf St.  The NOAVI Executive Committee and interested members 
are invited to attend this milestone event.   Medals not to be worn. 
Following the event, representative sailors from the nations participating in the International Fleet Review led by the Naden band, will 
march from Ship Point to the Legislature and back with CMS taking the salute in front of Capt Cook's statue above the causeway. 
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Photo courtesy Ron Harrison NOABC 
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ST. PAUL'S NAVAL MEMORIAL WINDOW  by Bill Hughes 
     The Window is full of Symbols of people and objects and Badges of Ships and Commands. The Badges of ships were 
chosen to represent classes of ships or types of ships in our Navy over the years. Symbols represent groups of people or 
objects which were important to the Navy. Around the rim in the gold rope are the names of the 24 Naval Reserve 
Divisions in cities across Canada. In White, shown vertically in the blue sea, are the names of the Navy ships sunk in 
WWI (one) and WWII (24). The red jewels scattered about all panels remember the lives lost in the sinkings. The Morse 
Code across the bottom of all panels is the present Navy Motto.

DESCRIPTION OF WINDOW ON PAGE 4 OPPOSITE  
 

LEFT HAND WINDOW, TOP TO BOTTOM  
- Small Symbol White Ensign 
-Badge of Maritime Forces Pacific 
-Small Symbol Fisgard Lighthouse (West Coast) 
-Original Badge of HMCS Naden, the base in Esquimalt 
-Small Symbol Stripes of a Lieutenant RCN, RCNR, RCNVR 
-Badge of HMCS Saguenay a Helicopter Destroyer 
-Small Symbol 3 Gold Balls Patron Saint of sailors (St Nicholas, 
Also Patron Saint of Pawnbrokers!) and Choirs 
-Badge of HMCS Patriot one of our first destroyers 
-Badge of HMCS Rainbow. SS75 Ex USS Argonaut 
1968-1974. Badge Chosen to Remember HMCS 
Rainbow, Cruiser, EX RN 3600 Tons. RCN 1910-1920. 
No known Badge  
LEFT CENTRE WINDOW  TOP TO BOTTOM  
-Old Badge of the RCN 
-Small Symbol Leading Seaman Cap Badge and name of Master 
Seaman Hugh Price  
-Badge of HMCS Beacon Hill, Representing the wartime Frigates 
-Small Symbol Merchant Navy Badge  
-Badge of HMCS Haida representing the WW2 Tribal Class DDs 
-Small symbol WW2 Navy Nurse Shoulder Badge  
-Badge of HMCS Ontario representing our Cruisers 
-Small Symbols Pitcher Plant for Newfoundland and Oak Leaves 
for Londonderry to Remember  Newfie /Derry convoy run  WWII 
 -Badge of HMCS Sackville WWII Corvette, National Naval 
Memorial (Berthed in Halifax)  
-Small Symbols Cap Tallies, worn on the caps of Ratings in RCN, 
for some ships 

 
RIGHT HAND CENTRE WINDOW TOP TO BOTTOM  
-Badge of RCN 
-Small Symbol RCN Officers Cap Badge  
-Badge of HMCS Annapolis Helicopter Destroyer 
-Small Symbol RCN Petty Officers Cap Badge  
-Badge of HMCS St Laurent, Name ship of class and first of 
"Cadillac" type 
-Small Symbol Sea King Helicopter  
-Badge of HMCS Onandaga "O" Class Submarine 
-Small Symbol Dolphin Representing our Submariners  
-Badge of HMCS Bonaventure representing our Aircraft 
Carriers 
-Cap Tallies for various Ships 
 

RIGHT HAND WINDOW TOP TO BOTTOM  
-Small Symbol Current Naval Jack  
-Badge of HMCS Halifax Class name for New Frigate Class 
-Small Symbol Sambro Lighthouse Entrance to Halifax  
-Badge of HMCS Athabaskan Later Tribal Class Destroyer 
-Small Symbol Badge of Women's Royal Canadian 
Naval Service (Wrens) WWII and Red Rose developed 
by Wrens Assoc for Naval Centennial 
-Badge of HMCS Kingston Class of small Coastal Patrol and 
Mine Sweeping Ships 
-Small Symbol Flags Bravo and Zulu code for "Well Done"  
-Badge of HMCS Protecteur representing our Replenishment 
Ships  
-Bottom The Dedication 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NAVAL MEMORIAL WINDOW CASTS A WONDROUS LIGHT ON CAN ADA’S NAVY   
   by Kevin Carlé 
 As part of the Canadian Naval Centennial, a special commemorative stained glass window was officially 
dedicated at St. Paul’s Naval and Garrison Church on Saturday, May 22 at 2 p.m.  
 “When we have finished the fleet reviews, band performances and many other special events to mark the 100th 
Anniversary of Canada’s Naval Service, this window will be a lasting tribute to the Navy and our sailors for generations 
to come,” said retired Rear-Admiral Bill Hughes, head of the committee which made this official Centennial project a 
reality. “This window and the Naval Homecoming Statue in the Inner Harbour will be the two lasting monuments that will 
mark the Naval Centennial in Victoria,’’ said Hughes. 
 “This fantastic window is a tremendously welcome addition to the already rich military heritage of the church,” 
said The Reverend Canon Andrew Gates. “This will be a perpetual memorial to Canada’s Navy,”  he added.  
 The project started back in May of 2007 and caught Admiral Hughes’s attention while attending the dedication of 
another memorial Window in St Paul’s Anglican Church in Kingston, Ontario. That window was in honour of the  
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Princess of Wales Own Regiment (PWOR) and the 21st Battalion, when the POWR went overseas in World War One to 
join the Canadian expeditionary Force in France. Adm Hughes's grandfather, Brigadier General W. St P. Hughes 
commanded both. 
 Admiral Hughes made a proposal to The Rev. Canon Andrew Gates for a window for St. Paul’s Naval and 
Garrison Church in Esquimalt as this was the obvious place for a naval memorial window. Consecrated on December 12, 
1866 St. Paul’s has a long association with the Canadian Navy. The proposal was accepted and from somewhat humble 
beginnings, a committee consisting of retired naval officers and members of the congregation was formed and they set out 
to plan the window. Admiral Hughes was elected chairman and the project was “kicked off”. 
 Over the course of the project, the committee learned a great deal about stained glass windows. They found that 
there was really only one stained glass company that was capable of a project like this – Mercers and Schaeffer Glass 
Studios of Victoria. Special glass was imported from Germany. The committee initially planned a two pane window 
however; it became apparent that a four panel window would be needed to adequately portray 100 years of Canada’s 
naval service. So, the large four panel window at the back of the church was selected. As well, it was decided to 
incorporate a Book of Remembrance into which donors could submit names of those who should be remembered and 
honoured. 
 The fundraising portion of the project was launched in March 2008 and soon, donations started pouring in from 
Northern Ireland, Scotland, England, the United Sates and across Canada. Over 130 names were requested to be placed in 
the Book of Remembrance. 
 This fabulous window deserves to be seen as no picture can adequately describe it!  
 Below the window, lies the Book of Remembrance inside a fabulous hand-carved storage cabinet built by Darwin 
Robinson, former Mayor of Esquimalt and retired Chief Petty officer. 
 

COMMENTS ON THE NAVAL MEMORIAL WINDOW  
 Member Larry Dawe (Spouse of our Editor Felicity Hanington) in a 24 May email writes:  
…On the topic of the Memorial window, what I heard as I stuck about the church waiting for the kids (Charlotte & 
Mathew) to be done with this and that and spoke 
with Adm Anderson who came up to chat with me 
and others who did as well plus a number of others 
in that august multitude whom I either spoke with 
on my own or overheard in nearby discussion,. the 
impression was in general very positive.  
 I had a specific discussion with Adm 
Anderson about the quality and tone of the blue 
which surrounds everything (like the sea I 
presume) and we agreed that it is not a garrish 
blue as we sometimes see in such windows but a 
real sea blue which is evenly applied and pleasing. 
Adm Anderson mentioned favourably the choices 
of ships' badges. He agreed with me about the 
extreme detail of the more complex badges such 
as Athabaskan. The touches of having a Sea-King, 
and numerous other symbols of our Navy were 
well received in the minds of those with whom I 
spoke. I and others discussed the proportions of 
the things shown which are excellent, so often in 
representations the technician (unfamiliar with the 
technology of the subject -Navy) does not get the      Drummer Mathew (left) & Piper Charlotte (Right)  -Photo by Felicity  

proportions right so it has a kind of amateur or childish appearance, (like you can tell it is a helicopter etc but it really is a 
misshapen Sea King)... that is not the case here... all the stuff is in the proportions that I at least find realistic and pleasing. 
 The words of the Morse at the bottom are split across the panels but that does not in my mind detract from it at all. 
The message is in code and so provides a little exercise to the initiated to understand it.  
 I like it that the window is so very prominent. It could have been just one of the ones on the side somewhere but it 
is as central and big as it could be given that it is a church.   
 The Bible quote in most appropriate.  
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NAVAL HOMECOMING STATUE UNVEILED AT VICTORIA’S INNE R HARBOUR 
    By Kevin Carlé 
 May 4th, 2010 was a “Great Navy Day” in Victoria especially given that it represented the actual 100th 
Anniversary of Canada’s Naval Service. Several major events took place including the Navy’s Freedom of the City parade 
where some 4,000 members of the Canadian Forces, led by Rear-Admiral Tye Pile, marched through the streets of 
Victoria with bayonets fixed and drums beating. Then, a fabulous statue was unveiled on the Inner Harbour by His 

Honour, Stephen Point, 
Lieutenant-Governor of 
British Columbia. It was a 
“sold out” or standing room 
only event. 
 Created by local 
sculptor Nathan Scott, the 
bronze statue is a gift from 
the community to honour the 
Canadian Naval Centennial. 
Located on a spectacular site 
provided by the Provincial 
Capital Commission, it 
represents the bond between 
the Greater Victoria 
community and every sailor 
who ever sailed from the 
Naval Dockyard in Esquimalt 
and returned to welcoming 
family.  
 Guests included 
members of the military, 
donors, supporters and 
leaders of service support 
groups. The program 
included the First Nation’s 
community and accompanied 
by the Naden Band of 
Maritime Forces Pacific tenor 
Ken Lavigne performed his 
composition, “I’m Coming 
Home”. “The local 
community has embraced this 
project,” said Rear - Admiral 
Ken Summers Ret’d who was 
the project co-chair with 
Honorary Navy Captain 

        Photo by Kevin Carle      Cedric Steele. 
 "We are grateful to the Provincial Capital Commission for designating the property and the community has been 
hugely generous donating tens of thousands of dollars to make the statue a reality. Each brick celebrates the public’s 
gratitude for the tens of thousands of Canadians who answered both the call of their country and of the sea through the 
first century of Canada’s Naval Service. The statue represents the special moment in the life of all sailors when they 
return from the sea to be re-united with their family,”  said Summers. 
 It has been suggested that the site also represents sacred ground. For many loved ones, a brick represents the only 
place where their names and other important information about them can be found. 
 If you haven’t visited this beautiful site, I recommend that you do. Plan to be impressed and take the time to sit on 
one of the benches after reviewing the many memorial bricks and other details inscribed in granite at the site. 
 

A/Ed Note: Past President Ken has since mentioned that a "Square Rig" addition to the Homecoming site is now being considered. 
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NAVAL CENTENNIAL DINNER - NADEN WARDROOM, 23 APRIL 2010 by David Cooper 
 The NOAVI Naval Centennial Dinner was held at the NADEN Wardroom on Friday, 23 April 2010.  It was a 
grand evening enjoyed by 160 people coming from as far away as California and Ottawa to celebrate our Navy's 
Centennial.  His Honour, The Honourable Steven Point Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia, Her Honour, Mrs Gwen 
Point and Rear Admiral Nigel Greenwood were the guests of honour.  One of the many highlights of the dinner was the 
cutting of the NOAVI Naval Centennial Birthday Cake which was decorated by JoAnn Hirschi of the Wardroom. 
 Admiral John Anderson reflected eloquently on the changing navy during his career; Rear Admiral Nigel 
Greenwood spoke of the views of current naval officers; Rear Admiral Ken Summers proposed a Toast to the Navy; and, 
as usual, Cdr Peter Chance gave a witty introduction for the Toast of the Day! The evening commenced with a Meet and 
Greet reception at 1630, the NADEN Band provided the music for the dinner, and Peter Chipman (NOAVI Member) lead 
everyone in a series of Sea Shanties which were much enjoyed even at the latish hour of 2200! -Photos by David Cooper 

 
 Seated at the head table from left to right 
were: Mrs Geri Hinton (widow of Capt (N) Peter 
Hinton): The Hon Steven Point: Cdr Michael 
Morres (Ret'd), President NOAVI:  RAdm Nigel 
Greenwood, ACMS: Her Honour, Mrs Gwen Point.   
 The Centennial Birthday Cake was cut by 
VAdm Nigel Brodeur (Ret'd) and Lt (N) Christopher 
Nucci, Weapons Officers HMCS Winnipeg, with Cdr 
David Cooper (Ret'd) supervising.   
 VAdm Brodeur's grandfather, Hon. Louis-
Philippe Brodeur, was Minister of Marine and 
instrumental in drafting the Naval Service Act of 2 
May 1910 to create the Canadian Naval Service. Lt 
(N) Nucci, a junior officer currently serving in the 
Fleet, was invited to be a guest for the dinner with 
the hope that he might link this dinner to future 
dinners for 125th and 150th anniversaries! 
See Website http://www.noavi.ca/ for more photos. 
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NAVAL CENTENNIAL DINNER -A 25 MAY EMAIL FROM EDITOR  FELICITY  
 To all those who conspired in making my attendance possible at the Naval Centennial Dinner last Friday, I would 
like to thank you most gratefully. With three teenagers in the house, finances were a little thin for that particular event and 
I doubt I could have swung it.   However, with your most generous gift, I was able to go and thoroughly enjoyed the 
whole dinner. To those who also conspired to seat me at the head table - further thanks.  I had a wonderful time! My seat 
mates were interesting and interested. I had a great conversation with the Lt Gov's wife about how our  culture should be 
matriarchal like theirs not patriarchal, how women  are more spiritual than men, generally wiser and how hard it must be  
for men. (Sorry fellows).  
 Seeing Nigel Greenwood again was a treat.  Our friendship dates back some thirty years to when I spent a week 
with NATO in the Irish Sea doing Perishers and he was a young lieutenant eager to get back to Canada to see his new 
girlfriend.  We caught the train to London together. Geri Hinton I have also known forever, having asked Peter to give the 
toast to the bride at my wedding in Virginia. So it was wonderful to chat with her. The others at the table were too far 
away for me to talk too much but were obviously having an equally good time.  
 As for the dinner itself.  The planning and execution was done with typical naval efficiency and grace and the 
meal was delightful.  I took home programs, flowers and calendars and have lots of souvenirs to remember it by.  So thank 
you for the months of planning I suspect  went into that event, for your thoughtfulness to me and for throwing a  great 
100th birthday party. -Felicity 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
OTTAWA DIVISION RCNVR 1938-1939 by Peter Chance (Photo by Karsh) 

 Although the Canadian Navy had been reduced to bare bones after the First 
World War the Government saw fit to establish in cities across the country in what 
they called Half Companies of Reservists.  Half Company had the strength of 
approximately between 50 and 100 people with half a dozen officers and the 
remainder men.   
 The Ottawa Division was located in the basement of Kresgies Department 
store which was on the corner of O'Connor and Slater Streets.  There was a small 
parking lot for a parade ground and that was it.  Inside, the building was spotless and 
you could tell it was Navy as everything was painted in that Navy Gray paint, which 
we called ‘crab fat’.  There was a torpedo in the hallway mounted on a cradle which 
was highly polished brass at either end.  There was a scale model of a ship's 
fo'c'sle for instruction on anchors and cables.  There was a board for showing 
examples of all kinds of knots used in the Navy, and nearby there  was a small area 
for the ships company messes, one for the Chiefs and PO’s and one for the 
men.  There was also a small wardroom for the Officers and I was allowed to be in it, 
but because I was a Midshipman I was relegated to position of ‘speak 
when you're spoken to’.  I did form a close friendship with Chief Petty Officer Tim 
Healey with whom I would serve later in HMCS Ottawa in 1946.   
 In the Depression years work was scarce and pay was meagre and when 1938 
came along I was in high school, and we had the Munich crisis.  I was interested in the 
Navy but my father in particular rather frowned on the idea because the Navy was 
so small.  In any case I had a neighbour in Lt. Victor Browne, known as ‘Starchy’ all 
his life in the Navy who had been recently been promoted to Lieutenant.  In addition 
to that another friend, Charlie Grey had been promoted from Midshipman to Sub Lt. 

thus leaving a vacancy for the lowest rank in the wardroom.  Commander Sherwood who lived across the street was our 
Commanding Officer and somehow it was agreed that I should be allowed to join the RCNVR. I had an interview and 
was subsequently appointed Midshipman to the Ottawa Division.  In addition to Commander Sherwood, the Executive 
Officer was LCdr Jack Hose who was the grandson of the father of the Royal Canadian Navy. In addition we had Lt. Fred 
Sherwood who was the Gunnery Officer, Lt. Supply Stan Conquer who would stay on in Ottawa for many years in charge 
of medals.  Another Officer was Lt. Ron Merriam, Victor Browne of course and Charlie Grey and yours truly.   
 We conducted drills periodically and indeed on occasion would hold a church parade.  You should appreciate in 
the pre war uniforms for officers included Frock Coats with swords and for me I wore what was called a ‘Bum Freezer’. It 
was a short jacket open in front with a vest underneath, navy blue material of course with brass buttons, and on my sleeve 
down near the end of the sleeve where three naval brass buttons.  At the throat was the midshipman's patches on the collar 
which were maroon in colour to denote Reserves.  My parents must have provided some of the uniform but I know  
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I acquired on loan my jacket from Charlie Grey and my midshipman's dirk which was a small sword worn by 
midshipmen, from Commander Sherwood.  I certainly enjoyed my short time in the Ottawa division and learned from it. I 
think, it was certainly an interesting experience and one that gave me an initial insight into how the Navy operates, or 
certainly did in those days.  In the spring of 1939 when I had completed my school year I was appointed to Halifax to 
HMCS Stadacona for summer training, and from there I went on to sea in September. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

HOMECOMING STATUE -4 MAY EMAIL FROM PETER CHANCE TO  OUR PRESIDENT 
Re Today's Centennial Events:  
 I would be most grateful if you will give widest distribution, to shower praise on Ken Summers for his tenacity and ability to 
bring to a wonderful fruition of months of planning the spectacular of today's parade, the exercising of the freedom of the city, the 
Homecoming Ceremony, the unveiling of the support Stones and the Homecoming Statue. The contributing song, 'I'm Coming Home' 
composed and sung so splendidly  by Ken Lavigne was an emotional highpoint to the ceremony.  
 Ken, I'm sure I echo similar plaudits from your many friends and colleagues.  
President Michael agreed and also added "our thanks and congratulations especially to NOAVI members Kevin Carlé and Derek 
Greer, and also to all the other members of the Statue Committee, for making this event the success it was."  Peter 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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���  by Irvine Hare  250-592-2268 or email  ihare@telus.net   
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Lieut. Freddie Boulton Broadmead A413 
LCdr. John Turner Broadmead Palm North 
 personal Ph. 778-433-1030 
LCdr. Bill Bowditch Luther Lodge Court Cedar Hill  
 X rd personal ph 250-590-7994 
Capt {N] Edwin Lee Mount St.Mary's Hospital 861 
 Fairfield Rd. 
Lieut. Sheila Howard Sluggett Nursing Home 1336 
 Marchant Rd 

Mrs. Catherine Daniel 222- 1773  Fletham ph 250-
 721-1477 {about to move-Royal Oak Berwick} 
LCdr. Ted Clayards Broadmead Rm A430 
LCdr. Stu Snider Glen Warren Lodge 1230 
 Balmoral Rd. rm 56 
LCdr, William Creighton Sunrise Lodge Duncan  B.C. 
Lt. Douglas Lyn Resthaven Lodge Sydney B.C. 
Cdr. Phil Bissell -home again 
 

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� :  
- Michael Ellis 250-658-2473 <m.ellis@shaw.ca>, Glen Sim 250-478-4914, Win Taylor 240-598-7231.  
 

 Archives Canada -the national repository of all books and printed material in Canada insists legally that 
publications like the Lead and Line submit two copies of every edition to them for safe keeping. This is done so that 
there are reports for future generations to see how well we have preserved our past. It is a wise good law in my opinion.  
 Archives  Canada has served notice to me as an Individual and the Naval Officers Association of Vancouver 
Island as my sponsoring organization that we are not abiding by  the law. 
 I do not pretend to a very experienced computer person. One person has two years of copies, two others have up 
to six years, and one has an indeterminate number of back issues which I cannot get to at this point in time. I have a 
mixture of copies on computer, and others in printed form. I need help.  
 Is there anyone who can sit down with me and sort out a plan of action? I am at 250-592-2268 or 
ihare@telus.net or contact Michael Morres at 250-592-889 or <mfmorres@telus.net>   
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��� ����by Jim Dodgson 250-592-0264 or email jjgolf2000@telus.net ����
Following are the current membership numbers. 
1. Full members   226  
2. Associate members    42  
3. Total    268  
 

We currently have 18 unpaid dues, 15 full members and 3 associates.  All have been contacted by email or telephone and the 
majority indicated that they intended to remain active members.  Unfortunately cheques have not been received. 
 

A/Ed NOTE: As mentioned by President Michael in his Report, our Editor Felicity flew to Mexico last week to support her 
sister whose husband was not well and has since died. Our thoughts at this sad time are very much with her.  
 And now as we are going to press, we have just learned the very sad news that RAdm Bob Welland passed away at 
7:15 this morning, 28 May at the Peace Arch Hospital in White Rock BC… 
 

PLEASE NOTE: CUT OFF DATE FOR FELICITY’S SEPTEMBER LEAD & LINE  IS THURSDAY 19 AUGUST 
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